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Classification Decision: 


Unrestricted: Suitable for mature audiences 16 years of age and over. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Contains violence. 


Direction to issue a label has not been given. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The video recording entitled Clay Farmers is classified as: 

Unrestricted: Suitable for mature audiences 16 years of age and over. 

The video recording contains only the feature of the same title. The feature deals with 
family violence in a rural community and friendship between two men, one of whom is 
traumatised by his own childhood experience of family violence, the other comfortable 
in a social setting familiar to him. The survivor of violence is more alert to signs of 
abuse in a local boy and offers the boy emotional support. There are ambiguous 
indications of sexual matters between the two men, however a sexual relationship is 
not realised and they have no sexual intent with respect to the boy. Depictions and 
descriptions of violence resulting in physical harm are sufficient to convey the gravity of 
family violence without being shocking or gratuitous. 

There are no matters that the Classification Office considers will be harmful to children, 
adolescents or adults, however the feature is reasonably complex and requires mature 
comprehension and judgement. The Classification Office therefore classifies Clay 
Farmers as unrestricted, with the recommendation that it is more suitable for mature 
audiences 16 years of age and over. 

Freedom of expression as affirmed by si4 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 
is not limited by this classification, therefore that Act requires no further consideration 
in this decision. 
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